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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The City of Green Isle Comprehensive Plan is a visionary document that charts the course for 
our community's growth and development over the next two decades. This plan, born from 
extensive community engagement and rigorous analysis, serves as a roadmap for sustainable 
growth, economic vitality, and an enhanced quality of life for all residents. It reflects our 
community's aspirations and provides a framework for decision-making that will shape the future 
of Green Isle. 

Vision Statement: "Green Isle is a safe, engaged, and pristine environment with a developing 
industrial and residential community guided by input from all, with the focus on the future 
success of the City." 

Community Profile and Regional Context: Green Isle, a small rural community in Sibley County, 
Minnesota, is characterized by its agricultural heritage, close-knit community, and potential for 
growth. Located approximately 45 miles southwest of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, Green 
Isle benefits from its proximity to urban amenities while maintaining its distinct rural character. 
With a population of 606 (as of 2021) and a median age of 37 years, our city has seen significant 
population growth of 81.4% since 2000, outpacing the state average. This growth underscores 
the need for thoughtful, strategic planning to manage our expansion while preserving our 
cherished small-town character. 

Green Isle's strategic location along State Highway 25 provides crucial links to broader regional 
markets and employment centers. The city plays a vital role in the regional agricultural economy 
while also attracting workers to its industrial park. As part of the Lower Minnesota River 
Watershed District, Green Isle collaborates with neighboring communities on water management 
and other regional issues. 

Key Plan Elements: 

1. Land Use: Emphasizes preserving Green Isle's rural feel while accommodating growth, 
proposing strategies for balanced development including residential expansion and 
industrial park development. 

2. Housing: Promotes a diverse mix of housing types, addresses affordability challenges, 
and ensures accessibility for residents with diverse needs. 

3. Economic Development: Outlines strategies to foster a thriving local economy, including 
tax incentives, a revolving loan fund, and targeted development areas. 

4. Infrastructure and Utilities: Prioritizes maintaining and upgrading essential systems, 
promoting renewable energy, and expanding high-speed internet access. 

5. Parks, Trails, and Recreation: Focuses on enhancing existing parks, expanding the trail 
network, and exploring new recreational opportunities. 

6. Transportation: Emphasizes maintaining and improving the street network, designating 
truck routes, and incorporating "complete streets" principles. 

Implementation Strategy: The plan outlines a comprehensive implementation strategy divided 
into short-term (2024-2026), mid-range (2027-2030), and long-range (2031-2040) phases. Key 
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actions include establishing a Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee, updating zoning 
ordinances, developing a capital improvement plan, launching economic development initiatives, 
and creating various community-enhancing programs and facilities. 

The plan emphasizes ongoing public engagement, regular progress monitoring, and collaboration 
with various partners to ensure successful implementation. It also recognizes the importance of 
regional cooperation and Green Isle's role in the broader south-central Minnesota context. 

Conclusion: This Comprehensive Plan is more than a document; it's a testament to Green Isle's 
commitment to proactive planning and community-driven development. By providing a clear 
vision and actionable strategies, this plan aims to guide our city towards a future that balances 
growth with preservation, economic development with environmental stewardship, and 
individual needs with community well-being. As we implement this plan, we envision a Green 
Isle that retains its small-town charm while offering enhanced opportunities, amenities, and 
quality of life for all residents. Together, we can build a thriving, sustainable, and vibrant Green 
Isle for generations to come, one that plays a vital and harmonious role in the broader regional 
community. 
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CHAPTER 1:  INTRODUCTION 

The City of Green Isle Comprehensive Plan is a forward-
thinking document that sets the course for our 
community's growth and development over the next two 
decades. This chapter provides an overview of Green 
Isle, its unique characteristics, and the purpose and 
process behind creating this comprehensive plan. As we 
embark on this journey of strategic planning, it is 
essential to understand the context of our community – 
its history, its people, and its place within the broader 
region. This introduction sets the stage for the detailed 
analyses, goals, and strategies that follow, offering a 
foundation for the vision we collectively hold for Green 
Isle's future. Through this plan, we aim to preserve the 
cherished aspects of our small-town character while 
embracing opportunities for sustainable growth and 
enhanced quality of life for all residents. 

OVERVIEW OF GREEN ISLE 

Green Isle, located in the southern part of Minnesota within 
Sibley County, is a small community characterized by its rural 
setting and agricultural heritage. With a modest population 
size, the town fosters a close-knit community where 
residents often share common values and traditions 
associated with rural living. The surrounding geography 
contributes to the town's identity, offering a backdrop of fertile lands that historically supported 
agricultural activities. 

Agriculture is a cornerstone of Green Isle's economy, and the town maintains a connection to both 
traditional and modern farming practices. The local economy is a mix of agricultural enterprises, local 
businesses, and services. The town's economic landscape reflects the balance between preserving its 
rural character and adapting to contemporary economic demands. 

In addition to its agricultural focus, Green Isle provides essential community services, including loocal 
government services. These services contribute to the well-being and functionality of the community, 
supporting the needs of its residents. 

Smaller communities like Green Isle often have cultural and recreational activities that bring residents 
together. Local events, festivals, and community gatherings play a role in celebrating the town's identity 
and fostering a sense of community pride. The natural surroundings, including farmlands and open 
spaces, contribute to the town's aesthetic appeal and offers opportunities for outdoor activities. 

 

THE CITY OFFERS AFFORDABLE 
HOMES IN A SMALL TOWN, 
FRIENDLY, CLEAN, AND SAFE 
ATMOSPHERE, WITH EASE OF 
ACCESS TO THE STATE 
HIGHWAYS 5 AND 25, AND TO 
NEARBY BUSINESSES AND 
SERVICES. THE LOTS ARE WELL 
EQUIPPED WITH ONE OF THE 
NEWEST AND MOST 
ADVANCED WATER AND 
WASTEWATER SYSTEMS. 

THERE ARE OVER 212 
HOUSEHOLDS IN THE CITY 
WITH AN AVERAGE 
HOUSEHOLD SIZE OF 2.62 
PEOPLE. 
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suggestion of Christopher Dolan, an Irish immigrant. Early settlers were drawn to the region by the 
prospects of agriculture. The fertile lands surrounding Green Isle became the foundation for farming and 
dairy activities, establishing the town's agricultural heritage. 

The development of Green Isle was significantly influenced by the expansion of the railroad during the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries. The railroad not only facilitated the transportation of agricultural 
products but also connected the town to regional markets, playing a pivotal role in the town's growth. In 
1891, Green Isle was officially incorporated as a city, marking a period of increased economic and civic 
development. Agricultural trade and services became central to the town's identity. The Minneapolis 
and St Louis railroad with the station came through in 1881. The city of this name, in the adjacent 
section 18 of Washington was platted in August 1881 and incorporated as a village on December 8, 
1883. The city had a station of the Minneapolis and St Louis railroad and has had a post office since 
1866. 

Agriculture continued to be the backbone of Green Isle's economy, with the town evolving into a hub for 
agricultural commerce and services. The community established essential institutions such as schools, 
churches, and social organizations that contributed to the fabric of local life. The town's history reflects 
the resilience and close-knit nature of its community. 

Over the 20th century, Green Isle, like many rural communities, witnessed changes in agriculture due to 
technological advancements and shifts in farming practices. These changes impacted the local economy 
and community dynamics. However, Green Isle remained steadfast in preserving its agricultural heritage 
and adapting to the evolving needs of its residents. 

In more recent times, Green Isle has faced both opportunities and challenges that are characteristic of 
small towns. Efforts to preserve and celebrate its historical heritage have been ongoing, with a focus on 
maintaining the community's unique identity. Today, Green Isle stands as a testament to the enduring 
spirit of rural communities, navigating changes while holding onto the rich history that has shaped its 
character. Exploring local archives, historical documents, and engaging with the community provides a 
more nuanced understanding of Green Isle's distinct and evolving history. 

Table 1.1 Demographic Statistics 
Category Green Isle Minnesota 

Population (2021) 606 5.7 million 

Population change since 2000 +81.4% +12.6% 

Median age 37.0 years 38.8 years 

White population 86.2% 83.8% 

Hispanic population 4.8% 5.6% 
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REGIONAL CONTEXT 

Green Isle, a small but vibrant community in Sibley County, Minnesota, plays a unique role in 
the broader regional context of south-central Minnesota. Located approximately 45 miles 
southwest of the Twin Cities metropolitan area, Green Isle benefits from its proximity to urban 
amenities while maintaining its distinct rural character. 

Geographic Setting: Green Isle is situated in a predominantly agricultural region, characterized 
by gently rolling plains and fertile farmland. The city is bordered by Green Isle Township to the 
north and east, and Washington Lake Township to the south and west. This location places 
Green Isle at the intersection of rural agricultural traditions and growing suburban influences 
from the expanding Twin Cities metro area. 

Regional Transportation: The city's accessibility is enhanced by its proximity to major 
transportation corridors. State Highway 25 runs through the heart of Green Isle, connecting it to 
larger regional centers such as Norwood Young America to the north and Arlington to the south. 
This strategic location along a state highway provides Green Isle with crucial links to broader 
regional markets and employment centers. 

Economic Relationships: While Green Isle maintains a distinct local economy, it is intricately 
connected to the larger regional economic ecosystem. Many residents commute to nearby cities 
for work, including Arlington, Glencoe, and even the Twin Cities metro area. Conversely, Green 
Isle's industrial park and local businesses attract workers from surrounding communities, 
contributing to a regional flow of labor and commerce. 

The city's agricultural heritage aligns with the broader regional economy, with many local 
businesses and services supporting the agricultural sector. This connection to the regional 
agricultural economy provides both opportunities and challenges as the sector evolves. 

Natural Resources and Recreation: Green Isle shares in the stewardship of regional natural 
resources, particularly in relation to water management. The city falls within the Lower 
Minnesota River Watershed District, necessitating cooperation with neighboring communities 
and regional entities in water quality and flood management efforts. 

The development of trails and recreational amenities in Green Isle has the potential to connect 
with broader regional trail systems, enhancing recreational opportunities not just for local 
residents but for the wider region as well. 

Intergovernmental Cooperation: Green Isle actively participates in regional planning efforts and 
collaborates with neighboring jurisdictions on issues of mutual concern. The city is a member of 
the Minnesota Valley Council of Governments, which facilitates regional cooperation on 
planning, economic development, and public services. 

Future Growth and Development: As the Twin Cities metropolitan area continues to expand, 
Green Isle may experience increasing development pressures. The city's comprehensive planning 
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efforts must balance local desires for growth with regional trends and the preservation of its rural 
character. 

Challenges and Opportunities: Green Isle faces both challenges and opportunities due to its 
regional context. The city must navigate the complexities of maintaining its small-town 
atmosphere while leveraging its strategic location for economic growth. Balancing agricultural 
preservation with potential development pressures from the expanding metro area will be a key 
consideration in the coming years. 

By understanding and embracing its role in the regional context, Green Isle can position itself to 
capitalize on regional strengths while preserving its unique local identity. This comprehensive 
plan aims to guide Green Isle's development in a way that harmonizes local goals with regional 
realities, ensuring a sustainable and prosperous future for the community. 

PURPOSE OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

The purpose of our Comprehensive Plan is to serve as a vision and roadmap for where the 
community of Green Isle is headed.  The ideas and goals expressed in this plan are proposed to 
reflect the community’s values and the desire for what Green Isle is to become.   

Each chapter of the Comprehensive Plan provides the “big picture” of several important areas 
that are interwoven and have an impact on quality of life in Green Isle.   

It is the intention that this plan will be used on a day-to-day basis by city staff, the City 
Councilmembers, and stakeholders to drive important policy decisions, such as decisions 
involving infrastructure and development, the acquisition and sale of public land, capital 
improvements, zoning, and regulatory changes, 
and communicating a consistent vision.   

It is anticipated that residents may use the plan 
to determine property use, understand decisions 
made by the City, and make improvements to 
regarding investment into the community. 

AUTHORITY TO PLAN 

Communities are given the legal authority to adopt a Plan according to Minnesota State Statue 
462.353 subd. 1.  The statute enables cities to promote the “public health, safety, and general 
welfare” of the community.  The following describes in detail the State’s Municipal Planning 
and Development Policy Statement (462.311).  

462.351 MUNICIPAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT; POLICY STATEMENT. 

The legislature finds that municipalities are faced with mounting problems in providing means of 
guiding future development of land so as to insure a safer, more pleasant and more economical 

Green Isle values: 

Safe – Close-knit rural community 

Engaged – Community members coming together 

Environment – Balance of people, buildings, nature 

Developing – Increasing prosperity for the community 
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environment for residential, commercial, industrial and public activities, to preserve agricultural 
and other open lands, and to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare. 
Municipalities can prepare for anticipated changes and by such preparations bring about 
significant savings in both private and public expenditures. Municipal planning, by providing 
public guides to future municipal action, enables other public and private agencies to plan their 
activities in harmony with the municipality's plans. Municipal planning will assist in developing 
lands more wisely to serve citizens more effectively, will make the provision of public services 
less costly, and will achieve a more secure tax base. It is the purpose of sections 462.351 to 
462.364 to provide municipalities, in a single body of law, with the necessary powers and a 
uniform procedure for adequately conducting and implementing municipal planning. 

PLANNING PROCESS 

The comprehensive planning process is a structured and iterative approach that involves several 
key stages in developing a roadmap for the future of a community. It typically begins with 
initiation and preparation, where the need for a comprehensive plan is identified, and an 
understanding of the legal framework governing planning in the jurisdiction is established. This 
stage sets the foundation for the entire process, laying the groundwork for subsequent steps. 

Stakeholder engagement is a critical aspect, emphasizing the importance of involving the public 
and key community stakeholders from the outset. Through community workshops, surveys, 
interviews, and meetings, planners gather diverse perspectives, ensuring that the comprehensive 
plan reflects the values, priorities, and concerns of the community. This participatory approach 
fosters a sense of ownership among residents. 

The analysis of existing conditions follows, where comprehensive data is collected on 
demographics, land use, infrastructure, transportation, and other relevant factors. A SWOT 
analysis helps assess the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats facing the community. 
This thorough examination provides a factual basis for decision-making and goal setting. 

Visioning becomes a pivotal stage as the community works together to articulate a shared vision 
for its future. This vision becomes the guiding star for subsequent planning activities. Goal 
setting follows, translating the community vision into concrete objectives across key areas such 
as land use, housing, transportation, economic development, and environmental sustainability. 
These goals form the foundation for the comprehensive plan's content. 

Land use planning involves the development of land use maps that designate different areas for 
various uses, integrating zoning considerations to align with the overall vision and goals. 
Simultaneously, action plans are formulated, detailing specific strategies, policies, and projects 
to achieve the established goals. This includes setting a timeline and prioritizing initiatives based 
on community needs and available resources. 
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Policy development is a crucial aspect of the planning process, encompassing the formulation of 
policies that guide decision-making related to growth, development, and community services. 
This stage often involves recommending updates to zoning codes, development regulations, and 
other policies to ensure alignment with the comprehensive plan. 

With the plan taking shape, the document preparation stage involves compiling all components, 
including analyses, goals, objectives, and action plans, into a cohesive document. This draft plan 
is then shared with the community, local officials, and stakeholders for review and feedback. The 
iterative nature of this process allows for refinements based on input received. 

The approval and adoption stage involve public hearings to gather input on the final plan and 
presenting it to relevant governing bodies for approval. This may include city councils, planning 
commissions, or other decision-making bodies. Once adopted, the comprehensive plan enters the 
implementation and monitoring phase, where oversight mechanisms are established to track 
progress regularly. Monitoring and evaluation ensure that the plan remains dynamic and 
responsive to changing conditions, fostering sustainable and resilient communities over time. 

The Comprehensive Plan process began in the summer of 2022 and is the first Comprehensive 
Plan for the City of Green Isle.  At the beginning of the process, a team of varied individuals was 
created, known as the Comprehensive Plan Working Group.   

Relevant background information was collected and reviewed including demographic data, 
zoning and subdivision regulations, and housing and building permit data.  

Valuable input was also gathered from those in the community.  The plan was shared during the 
summer’s music series as well as with the local school to gather input from local stakeholders.   

As each chapter of the plan was developed, drafts were available on the City’s website and were 
individually presented and commented on at the City Council meetings.  Comments were also 
received via the City’s website and Facebook page.  The plan was reviewed by the Planning 
Commission, Economic Development Authority, and the City Council at their respective 
meetings in December of 2023 and December 2024.  A public hearing was held before the 
Planning and Zoning Commission December 4, 2024 and was henceforth adopted by the Green 
Ise City Council on December 26, 2024.  
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Figure 1-1 Planning Process Flow Chart 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The City of Green Isle is committed to ensuring that this Comprehensive Plan reflects the values, 
needs, and aspirations of all community members. To achieve this goal, we implemented a 
robust public participation process throughout the development of this plan. 

Key elements of our public participation process included: 

1. Monthly Public Meetings: Regular monthly meetings were held throughout the planning 
process. These meetings were open to all members of the public, providing ongoing 
opportunities for community input and engagement. 

2. Housing Survey: A comprehensive housing survey was mailed to all households in Green 
Isle. This survey gathered valuable feedback on current housing conditions, future 
housing needs, and preferences of our residents. 
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3. Implementation Strategy Survey: We conducted a survey focused on short-term, mid-
range, and long-term implementation strategies. This allowed community members to 
provide input on prioritizing actions and shaping the future of Green Isle. 

4. Stakeholder Presentations: The draft plan was presented to key stakeholder groups 
including the Economic Development Authority (EDA), Planning and Zoning 
Commission (P&Z), and City Council. These presentations provided opportunities for 
detailed review and feedback from these important civic bodies. 

5. Public Review Period: The draft plan was made available for public review, allowing all 
community members the opportunity to provide comments and suggestions. 

This multi-faceted approach to public participation ensured that a diverse range of voices and 
perspectives were incorporated into the planning process. The feedback received through these 
various channels has been instrumental in shaping the vision, goals, and strategies outlined in 
this Comprehensive Plan. 

We are grateful to all community members who participated in this process. Your input has been 
invaluable in creating a plan that truly reflects the aspirations of Green Isle. 

This section provides a clear overview of the public participation process and emphasizes the 
city's commitment to community engagement. It also helps to establish the credibility and 
community-driven nature of the plan. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE PLAN 

The Comprehensive Plan provides a “big picture” look at several important areas that impact the 
quality of life in Green Isle.  The Comprehensive Plan covers the following chapters:   

Chapter 1:   Introduction – This chapter provides an overview of what the Comprehensive Plan is 
and its purpose.  It discusses the process for developing the plan and how it is organized. 

Chapter 2:  Vision – This chapter outlines the vision for the community that is intended to be 
expressed through all other chapters.   

Chapter 3: Land Use – This chapter established an existing and future land use for all property in 
the City.  

Chapter 4: Housing – This chapter provides an overview of existing housing conditions and a 
plan for maintaining and developing a quality future housing stock.   

Chapter 5 Economic Development – This chapter provides an analysis of the existing economic 
climate and opportunities for economic growth and redevelopment areas. 

Chapter 6: Utilities – This chapter examines the existing system and future improvements to 
public utilities as it relates to water, wastewater, and stormwater systems. 
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CHAPTER 2:  VISION 

The comprehensive plan is a tool used to guide future growth and development of the City of 
Green Isle.  The comprehensive plan serves as a foundational document that guides the physical, 
social, and economic development of a community over an extended period. It aims to create a 
sustainable, vibrant, and well-functioning community that meets the needs of its residents 

Focusing solely on individual projects rather than considering the broader perspective of the 
entire city can become a common tendency. Therefore, Green Isle will be guided by their Vision 
Statement. The guiding principle for the city is the Vision Statement which tells us what the City 
of Green Isle would like to become.   

Vision gives the community a stated goal of what their future will be and is paramount in 
managing the growth and development within the community.   

Vision is a framework to be used by policy makers, appointments, and staff members to make 
decisions on the future growth and development of the city. The vision statement ensures that 
decisions are not made in an isolated manner that detracts or endangers the community’s ability 
to achieve its plans.  

Early in the planning process to create the comprehensive plan, community members were asked 
to describe what they felt were the strengths and weaknesses in the city of Green Isle.  The 
strengths represented the things they liked about the city, what they were proud of and what they 
wanted to see continue or grow in Green Isle.   

The weaknesses were things that the community members felt detracted from the city and were 
areas that they felt the community could improve upon.   

The vision statement was developed after multiple meetings of the Comprehensive Plan Working 
Group.  

The vision statement process was shared on the city website and the city Facebook page asking 
for public input.  Updates on the vision statement and comprehensive planning were shared with 
the Economic Development Authority, the Planning and Zoning Commission, and finally the 
City Council.  Two representatives from the Green Isle Community School were part of the 
conversation to create a Vision Statement.  

After several exercises in creating a vision statement the committee created a Vision for the City 
of Green Isle. 
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Vision Statement 

Green Isle is a safe, engaged, and pristine environment with a 
developing industrial and residential community guided by 

input from all, with the focus on the future success of the city.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The vision statement for Green Isle emphasizes the city's goals of being a tight-knit, 
safe community that values public engagement, environmental stewardship, and 

inclusive planning for the future. Specifically, it conveys that Green Isle aims to have a 
pristine natural environment and be a safe place for residents. It wants citizens to 

actively participate and provide input into decisions. The statement also signals desires 
for steady industrial and residential growth with a focus on long-term success driven by 
input from all stakeholders. Overall, the vision statement paints a picture of Green Isle 

as an inclusive, forward-thinking city that strives to balance development with 
maintaining its small-town feel, natural beauty, and public safety through community 

participation in planning for the future. 



19 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS ANALYSIS 

As part of our strategic planning process, we conducted an analysis of the opportunities and 
threats facing Green Isle. This analysis helps us identify areas of potential growth and 
development, as well as challenges we need to address to ensure the continued success and 
vitality of our community. 

Opportunities: 

1. Shovel-ready lots: Available for immediate development, attracting new businesses and 
industries. 

2. Vacant buildings with potential: Such as the Foster Building on Parnell Street, which 
could be repurposed for new businesses or community uses. 

3. Expansion of programs for kids and families: Enhancing quality of life and attracting 
young families to the area. 

4. Room for new housing and growth: Potential for residential expansion to accommodate 
population growth. 

5. Development of walking paths and trails: Particularly around Lake Erin, improving 
recreational opportunities and community connectivity. 

6. Potential for new businesses: Such as another gas station or restaurant, diversifying local 
services and creating jobs. 

7. Expansion of childcare services: Meeting a crucial need for working families and 
supporting workforce participation. 

Threats: 

1. Businesses leaving: Risk of job losses and reduced local services. 
2. Economic challenges: Such as inflation, economic downturns, or increasing fuel prices. 
3. Competition with other communities: For residents, businesses, and resources. 
4. Loss of volunteers/workforce: Affecting community services and local businesses. 
5. Potential loss of essential services: Such as the post office. 
6. Infrastructure challenges: Such as deteriorating streets and sidewalks. 

This opportunities and threats analysis provides a framework for our strategic planning efforts. 
By leveraging our opportunities and addressing our threats, we can work towards achieving our 
vision for Green Isle's future. 

This opportunities and threats analysis played a crucial role in shaping the goals and strategies 
outlined in this comprehensive plan. By identifying key areas of potential growth, such as 
shovel-ready lots and room for new housing, we were able to develop targeted strategies for 
economic development and housing expansion. The recognition of opportunities like walking 
paths and programs for families guided our focus on enhancing parks, recreation, and community 
services. Similarly, understanding the threats facing our community, such as potential business 
closures or infrastructure challenges, allowed us to prioritize initiatives aimed at business 
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retention, workforce development, and infrastructure improvement. Each chapter of this plan 
reflects our commitment to capitalizing on Green Isle's unique opportunities while proactively 
addressing potential threats. This balanced approach ensures that our plan is both aspirational 
and pragmatic, providing a roadmap for sustainable growth and community resilience in the face 
of challenges. By aligning our goals and strategies with this analysis, we aim to create a future 
for Green Isle that maximizes our potential while safeguarding against potential setbacks. 
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CHAPTER 3:  LAND USE 

Future land use planning holds paramount importance for rural communities, providing a 
strategic framework that shapes the trajectory of development and growth. One of its primary 
roles is the preservation of rural character. By defining areas for agriculture, open spaces, and 

low-density development, land use planning 
helps strike a balance between 
accommodating growth and safeguarding the 
distinctive rural landscapes that define the 
community's identity. This preservation is 
crucial for maintaining the charm and 
cultural heritage of rural areas. 

Agricultural preservation is another critical 
aspect addressed by future land use planning. 
Given that many rural communities rely on 
agriculture as a cornerstone of their 
economy, effective planning ensures the 
protection of farmland from incompatible 
development. This safeguarding of 
agricultural zones supports the sustainability 
of the farming sector, securing the 
livelihoods of rural residents and 

contributing to the overall economic health of the community. 

Natural resource conservation is integral to future land use planning in rural areas. By identifying 
and protecting vital resources like water bodies, wetlands, and wildlife habitats, planners 
contribute to the sustainability of rural ecosystems. This proactive approach guards against 
environmental degradation and fosters a harmonious coexistence between human activities and 
the natural environment. 

Infrastructure planning is a practical outcome of future land use planning, enabling rural 
communities to allocate land strategically for roads, utilities, and other essential services. This 
ensures that infrastructure development aligns with the needs of both current and future 
residents, promoting efficient and well-coordinated growth. 

Economic development is facilitated through land use planning by designating areas for 
commercial and industrial activities. This strategic allocation attracts businesses, creates job 
opportunities, and stimulates economic growth in a manner that respects and complements the 
rural setting. Housing allocation is also addressed, with land use plans identifying suitable areas 
for residential development while considering factors such as infrastructure capacity, 
environmental considerations, and the overarching vision for the community. 
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Future land use planning contributes to the provision of community services by guiding the 
placement of essential facilities such as schools, healthcare centers, and recreational spaces. This 
ensures that services are strategically located, promoting accessibility and meeting the diverse 
needs of residents. Zoning regulations, a byproduct of land use planning, help manage land uses, 
densities, and building standards, fostering orderly growth and protecting the community's 
interests. 

Disaster mitigation is a forward-thinking aspect of land use planning, considering areas prone to 
natural hazards and incorporating measures to reduce vulnerability. By identifying risks and 
planning accordingly, rural communities can enhance their resilience to disasters such as floods, 
wildfires, or storms. 

Lastly, community engagement is inherent in the land use planning process. Involving residents 
in shaping the future of their community ensures that the plan is reflective of local values, 
preferences, and aspirations. This participatory approach strengthens community cohesion and 
empowers residents to take an active role in the development and sustainability of their rural 
surroundings. 

The city offers affordable homes in a small town, friendly, clean, and safe atmosphere, with ease 
of access to State Highways 5 and 25, and to nearby businesses and services. The lots are well 
equipped with one of the newest and most advanced water and wastewater systems. 

There are over 212 households in the city with an average household size of 2.62 people. 
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Table 3-1 Existing Land Use 

Existing Land Use Gross Acres Net Percentage 

Residential 253.67 38.7% 

Business 8.01 1.2% 

Light Industrial 50.41 7.7% 

Heavy Industrial 24.36 3.7% 

Parks 14.5 2.2% 

Agricultural 303.77 46.4% 

Vacant 54.33 8.2% 
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FIGURE 3-2:  EXISTING LAND USE ZONING MAP 
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ANALYSIS OF EXISTING LAND USE 

A-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT  

The Agricultural District makes up the largest land use category in Green Isle. The current 
District is comprised of land being used for farming activities. 

The purpose of the 
Agricultural District is to 
preserve areas where urban 
public utilities are not 
presently available. These 
lands are to be retained in a 
natural state or in agricultural 
uses pending the proper timing 
for the economic provision of 
sewer and water, streets, parks, 
storm drainage and other 
public utilities and services so 
that orderly development can 
occur. The City may consider 
rezoning and subdivision of 
lands within the District to residential and non-residential urban-type uses.  

Total acres of the Agricultural District are 303.64. 

B-1 AND B-2 BUSINESS DISTRICTS 

Local bars, an auto shop, storage garage, the local bank and a 
mix of residential 
housing make up 
the current 
Business 
Districts.  

The purpose of the Business Districts is to provide 
space for 

concentrated general business and commercial activities 
dependent upon high volumes of vehicular traffic. The intent is 
to provide locations where vehicular-oriented activities can be 
maximized with minimal infringement on residential 
neighborhoods.   

Total acres of Business Districts are 7.12. 
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I-1 and I-2 INDUSTRIAL DISTRICTS 

Construction warehouses, a local recycling plant, local beer distributor, and the city water tower 
make up the city’s current Industrial Districts. 

The purpose of the Industrial 
Districts is to provide space for light 
and heavy manufacturing activities. 
The intent is to provide locations 
where degree of refuse byproducts 
and air or noise pollution activities 
can be maximized with minimal 
infringement on residential 
neighborhoods. 

Total acres of Industrial Districts are 68.026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P – PARKS DISTRICT 

The city veterans park, archery range 
located in the city’s other local park, and the 
city baseball field make up the current Park 
District. 

The Parks District is intended to provide 
rules and regulations for the use of and 
conduct in the parks and recreation areas of 
the City. 

Total acres of the Parks District are 16.51. 
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R-1 AND R-2 DISTRICTS 

The City’s Residence Districts are comprised of single-
family dwellings, the local churches, the school building, 
and two multi-family apartment buildings. 

The Residence Districts are intended to provide low 
density residential areas and restrict incompatible 
commercial and industrial use and to establish residential 
districts which will allow multiple dwellings (apartments, 
row houses, town houses, etc.) and which will maintain 
optimum space, height and lot requirements approximating 
the standards of single-family residential development. 

Total acres of Residence Districts are 259.424. 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3-2 New Home Construction 
Year Number of Permits 

2019 2 
2020 5 
2021 12 
2022 10 
2023 7 
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SUSTAINABLE LAND USE PRACTICES 

As Green Isle plans for its future, it is important to consider sustainable land use practices that 
preserve our rural character, protect our natural resources, and support long-term community 
resilience. The following sustainable land use strategies are appropriate for our small rural 
community: 

1. Agricultural Preservation: Given that the Agricultural District makes up the largest land 
use category in Green Isle (46.4% of total land area), we will prioritize the preservation 
of prime farmland. This not only supports our local agricultural economy but also 
maintains our rural character and food security. 

2. Open Space Conservation: We will seek to maintain and potentially expand our Parks 
District (currently 2.2% of the total land area) to preserve open spaces. These areas 
contribute to our community's quality of life, provide recreational opportunities, and help 
conserve natural habitats. 

Compact Development: When considering new residential or commercial development, we will 
encourage infill development and the use of existing infrastructure where possible. This 
approach helps to minimize sprawl and reduces the need for new infrastructure investments. 

Energy-Efficient Building Practices: While respecting the scale and character of our community, 
we will encourage energy-efficient building practices in new construction and renovations. This  

Resource Protection: We will pay special attention to protecting our water resources, including 
wetlands and Lake Erin. Land use decisions will consider potential impacts on these vital natural 
resources. 

Climate Resilience: In our land use planning, we will consider potential climate-related risks 
such as flooding or severe weather events. This may influence decisions about where to locate 
new development or how to design infrastructure. 

Local Food Production: We will explore opportunities to support local food production through 
land use policies, such as allowing for community gardens or small-scale agricultural activities in 
appropriate areas. 

These sustainable land use practices will be integrated into our decision-making processes for 
zoning, development approvals, and long-term planning. By incorporating these principles, we 
aim to ensure that Green Isle grows in a way that is environmentally responsible, economically 
viable, and supportive of our community's long-term well-being. 

 

 



32 

 

LAND USE OPPORTUNITEIS AND THREATS 

Land use opportunities and threats are critical considerations in the planning process, influencing 
the development and sustainability of communities. One significant opportunity lies in 
embracing mixed-use development, where residential, commercial, and recreational spaces are 
integrated within the same area. This approach creates vibrant, walkable neighborhoods, 
fostering economic vitality and reducing dependence on extensive commuting. Transit-oriented 
development is another opportunity that encourages planning around transportation hubs, 
promoting public transit use, reducing traffic congestion, and enhancing accessibility, making 
areas more attractive for residents and businesses. 

Brownfield redevelopment represents an opportunity to revitalize abandoned or contaminated 
sites. This not only addresses blight but also supports environmental remediation, turning 
underutilized spaces into valuable community assets. Green infrastructure is a key opportunity, 
emphasizing the integration of green spaces, parks, and natural areas into urban planning. This 
not only contributes to environmental sustainability but also enhances the overall quality of life 
by providing recreational opportunities and improving aesthetics. 

Affordable housing initiatives present an opportunity to address housing needs, promote 
inclusivity, and support diverse communities. Implementing smart growth principles, such as 
compact development, mixed land uses, and preservation of open space, can lead to more 
efficient land use, reduced sprawl, and improved resource utilization. Adaptive reuse, 
transforming existing structures for new purposes, preserves cultural heritage, reduces 
demolition waste, and supports sustainable land use practices. 

On the flip side, urban sprawl represents a threat to well-planned land use. Uncontrolled 
expansion into rural areas can lead to fragmented development, increased infrastructure costs, 
and environmental degradation, posing a threat to agricultural lands and natural habitats. 
Overdevelopment is another threat, where rapid and unchecked growth may strain infrastructure, 
exacerbate traffic congestion, and compromise the quality of life for residents. 

Environmental degradation is a significant threat associated with poor land use practices, such as 
inadequate zoning or conservation measures. This can result in soil erosion, habitat loss, and 
negative impacts on air and water quality. Gentrification poses a threat by potentially displacing 
existing communities, leading to social and economic inequities. Lack of affordable housing can 
result in socioeconomic disparities and limit housing options for various income levels. 

Infrastructure gaps, arising from inadequate planning, can lead to congestion, strained public 
services, and decreased overall livability. Climate change risks are also threats associated with 
poorly planned land use in vulnerable areas, increasing exposure to events such as flooding or 
wildfires, leading to property damage and threats to community resilience. Additionally, the loss 
of agricultural lands to non-agricultural uses poses a threat to food security, rural economies, and 
the preservation of open spaces. 
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PUBLIC/INSTITUTIONAL 

Public and institutional land is public land which is valued resources for city residents.  This 
includes the city hall, water treatment plant, city compost site, and several city parks.  Green Isle 
is very lucky to be home to three city parks including: the Lions Park, the Veterans Park, and the 
Irish Yard baseball park.  Green Isle has been blessed by recent donations that have allowed the 
parks to purchase new children’s play equipment.   

LAND USE PLAN 

The Land Use Plan outlines the intended development and use of land in and around the city of 
Green Isle. The purpose of the land use plan is to guide the development of land in a way that 
promotes sustainable growth, balances competing interests, and enhances the overall quality of 
life for residents. 

The future land use map appears in figure 3.3 below.  

FIGURE 3.3 FUTURE LAND USE MAP 
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ORDERLY ANNEXATION 

As Green Isle looks to the future, planning for potential growth and expansion is crucial. Orderly 
annexation is a strategic process that allows cities to incorporate adjacent unincorporated land in 
a planned, mutually agreed-upon manner. This section outlines Green Isle's approach to orderly 
annexation, which will guide the city's physical growth in the coming years. 

PURPOSE OF ORDERLY ANNEXATION 

The primary purposes of Green Isle's orderly annexation plan are: 

1. To ensure that the city's growth occurs in a controlled, efficient manner 
2. To provide a framework for extending city services to newly developed areas 
3. To preserve the character of Green Isle while accommodating growth 
4. To protect agricultural lands and natural resources in the annexation process 
5. To create predictability for property owners in potential annexation areas 

ANNEXATION STUDY AREA 
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CHAPTER 4: HOUSING  

Housing plays a crucial role in the vitality of Green Isle, MN, for various reasons. Firstly, it is 
integral to community growth and stability, ensuring that there are sufficient residences to 
accommodate both current residents and newcomers. This growth, in turn, contributes to 
economic development by attracting businesses and fostering investment in the area. 
Additionally, the availability of suitable housing directly impacts the quality of life for residents, 
emphasizing the importance of safe and comfortable living spaces. Moreover, a well-planned 
housing strategy supports workforce attraction and retention, attracting a diverse pool of 
professionals and enhancing the community's overall skill set. The character of the community is 
also influenced by housing, with careful planning contributing to a unique and aesthetically 
pleasing environment. Social equity is another crucial consideration, emphasizing the need for 
housing options that are accessible to individuals of varying income levels. Furthermore, 
aligning housing plans with infrastructure and services ensures a comprehensive and well-
integrated approach to community development. Lastly, a focus on sustainable housing practices 
contributes to minimizing the environmental impact, aligning with broader environmental goals 
for a more resilient and eco-friendly community in Green Isle, MN. 

Table 4.1 Housing 
Category Green Isle Minnesota 

Median home value $165,514 $285,400 
Homeownership rate 70.6% 70.8% 
Median rent $1,011 $1,104 

https://www.city-data.com/city/Green-Isle-Minnesota.html#b 
 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Development (HUD) considers housing to be affordable when a household spends no more than 
30% of its income on housing-related expenses, including rent or mortgage payments, utilities, 
and insurance 

HOUSING PROGRAMS AND ORGANIZATIONS  

1. Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA): MHFA is a state agency that offers 
various programs and initiatives to promote affordable housing in Minnesota. They may 
provide information on statewide programs and resources. 

2. Local Housing Authorities: Cities and counties in Southern Minnesota may have their 
own housing authorities or agencies that administer housing programs, rental assistance, 
and affordable housing initiatives. Check with the housing departments of specific 
municipalities. 
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CHAPTER 5: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Economic development holds significant importance for Green Isle, MN, as it plays a pivotal 
role in fostering a thriving and sustainable community. A robust economy contributes to the 
overall well-being of the residents and the local environment in various ways. Firstly, economic 
development generates employment opportunities, enhancing the livelihoods of the community 
members. This, in turn, leads to increased household income and improved living standards. A 
flourishing economy also attracts businesses and investments, stimulating further growth and 
development. The revenue generated through economic activities can be reinvested into essential 
services such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure, positively impacting the overall quality 
of life for residents. Moreover, economic development fosters a sense of community pride and 
engagement, as residents witness the positive transformation of their surroundings. Additionally, 
a strong local economy provides a solid foundation for social programs, cultural initiatives, and 
community development projects. Therefore, the importance of economic development in Green 
Isle, MN, lies in its ability to create a vibrant and resilient community that offers ample 
opportunities for its residents and contributes to the overall well-being of the region. 

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS 

 
Table 5.1 Income and Economy 

Category Green Isle Minnesota 
Median household 
income $68,137 $77,720 

Unemployment rate 
(2020) 4.4% 3.1% 

Top industries Construction, food/agriculture, 
retail 

Healthcare, manufacturing, 
retail 

https://www.city-data.com/city/Green-Isle-Minnesota.html#b retrieved 2023 

 

EDA PROGRAMS 

TAX ABATEMENT 

Tax abatement is a financial incentive provided by governments to encourage certain types of 
development or investment in a particular area. It involves a temporary reduction or elimination 
of property taxes, often as an inducement for property owners or businesses to undertake projects 
that contribute to economic development, community revitalization, or other public policy goals. 
Tax abatement is typically used to attract investments, promote job creation, and stimulate 
economic growth. 
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Here are key points about tax abatement: 

1. Temporary Reduction or Exemption: Tax abatement involves a temporary reduction or 
exemption from property taxes for a specified period. This period is often negotiated and 
agreed upon between the property owner and the local government. 

2. Conditions and Criteria: Governments may impose certain conditions or criteria for tax 
abatement eligibility. These conditions could include creating jobs, improving 
infrastructure, or contributing to the overall economic development of the community. 

3. Targeted Development Areas: Tax abatement is often used in targeted development 
areas, such as economically distressed neighborhoods or areas in need of revitalization. It 
serves as an incentive for property owners or businesses to invest in these areas. 

4. Types of Development: Tax abatement can apply to various types of development, 
including residential, commercial, industrial, and mixed-use projects. It is commonly 
used to attract businesses to set up operations in a particular region. 

5. Negotiation and Agreement: The terms of tax abatement are typically negotiated 
through agreements between the property owner or developer and the local government. 
The agreement outlines the specific conditions, duration, and benefits of the tax 
abatement. 

6. Community Benefits: Proponents argue that tax abatement can stimulate economic 
activity, create jobs, and enhance property values. However, critics often raise concerns 
about potential revenue loss for local governments and the need to ensure that the 
community receives tangible benefits in return. 

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (TIF) 

TIF stands for Tax Increment Financing, which is a public financing tool used by local 
governments to fund infrastructure and community improvement projects. The key concept of 
TIF involves capturing the incremental increase in property tax revenue generated by a 
development or redevelopment project within a designated district. The additional tax revenue, 
or "tax increment," is then used to finance the costs of the project. TIF is often employed to 
encourage economic development, alleviate blight, and stimulate investment in specific areas. 

Here are the main features of Tax Increment Financing (TIF): 

1. Incremental Property Tax Revenue: When a development occurs in a TIF district, the 
property's assessed value typically increases. The additional property tax revenue 
generated from this increase is the "tax increment." 
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2. Designated TIF District: Local governments establish TIF districts in areas targeted for 
redevelopment or economic development. These districts are typically characterized by 
blight or the need for infrastructure improvements. 

3. Financing Public Projects: The tax increment collected from the TIF district is used to 
finance public projects or improvements within that district. This can include 
infrastructure upgrades, streetscape improvements, utilities, or other community 
enhancements. 

4. Project Financing Mechanism: TIF allows municipalities to fund projects without 
relying on general tax revenues. The funds are generated from the specific development 
or redevelopment activities occurring within the TIF district. 

5. Limited Duration: TIF districts have a limited duration, usually ranging from 10 to 30 
years. Once the designated period expires or the costs of the project are covered, the 
increased property tax revenue reverts to the general tax base. 

6. Community Benefits: TIF is intended to promote economic development, create jobs, 
and improve the overall quality of life in designated areas. By capturing the tax 
increment, municipalities can fund projects that might not be feasible through traditional 
financing methods. 

7. Public-Private Partnerships: TIF often involves collaboration between the public sector 
and private developers. Incentives provided through TIF can attract private investment to 
targeted areas. 

REVOLVING LOAN FUND 

A revolving loan fund (RLF) is a financing mechanism commonly used by governments, 
nonprofits, and community development organizations to provide loans for various projects, 
particularly those that contribute to economic development, job creation, or community 
improvement. The distinguishing feature of a revolving loan fund is that, as loans are repaid, the 
principal and interest are recycled or "revolved" to fund new loans. This creates a sustainable and 
self-replenishing pool of capital that can be continuously reinvested in the community. 

Key characteristics of a revolving loan fund include: 

1. Capital Recycling: The primary purpose of an RLF is to recycle the funds generated 
from loan repayments. As borrowers repay their loans, the money is returned to the fund, 
allowing it to be used for subsequent loans. 

2. Local Economic Development: RLFs are often established to support local economic 
development initiatives. This can include providing financing for small businesses, 
startups, expansions, or community development projects. 
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3. Flexible Financing: RLFs typically offer flexible financing terms, which may include 
lower interest rates, longer repayment periods, or more lenient eligibility criteria 
compared to traditional lenders. 

4. Community Impact: The funds disbursed through RLFs aim to have a positive impact 
on the community by fostering entrepreneurship, job creation, and infrastructure 
improvements. 

5. Public and Private Collaboration: RLFs may involve collaboration between public and 
private entities, including local government, economic development agencies, and private 
financial institutions. Public funds may be leveraged to attract private investment. 

6. Targeted Projects: RLFs often focus on specific types of projects or sectors based on 
community priorities. For example, an RLF might be dedicated to supporting 
environmentally sustainable businesses or revitalizing a particular neighborhood. 

7. Risk Mitigation: Some RLFs incorporate risk mitigation measures, such as loan 
guarantees or technical assistance, to support borrowers and enhance the likelihood of 
successful projects. 

8. Local Control: RLFs are typically managed at the local or regional level, allowing 
communities to have direct control over the allocation of funds and tailoring financing 
programs to their specific needs. 

Examples of projects that may benefit from revolving loan funds include small business startups, 
expansions of existing businesses, affordable housing developments, community facilities, and 
infrastructure improvements. 

Revolving loan funds play a crucial role in providing accessible capital to entities that may face 
challenges securing financing through traditional channels, contributing to local economic 
growth and community development. 

Applications for Tax Abatement, TIF and the Revolving Loan Fund can be found on the city’s 
website.  
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Table 5.2 Businesses and Employees in Green Isle  
Business/Service Number of Employees 

CLUB NEW YORKER 10 
GREY FOX 8 
BP 3 
DAHLHEIMER 70 
JIT COMPANIES 9 
OEM 7 
MATHEWS SEWER  2 
WENTZLAFF MASONRY CONSTRUCTION 1 
STEVE’S 1 
R&R REAPER 5 
NORTHERN METAL RECYCLING 6 
SCRAPYARD 3 
CORNERSTONE STATE BANK 3 
TIMBERLINE 4 
LAWN SERVICE 1 
CITY OF GREEN ISLE 25 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 2 
Estimated number of employees in Green Isle 160 

WHY WHOUD GREEN ISLE WANT TO WORK TO KEEP THESE BUSINESSES IN 
TOWN? 

GREEN ISLE WANTS TO WORK TO KEEP THESE BUSINESSES IN TOWN 
FOR SEVERAL REASONS: 

1. Employment opportunities: These businesses provide jobs for local residents, which is crucial 
for the economic well-being of the community. Keeping these businesses in town ensures that 
there are employment opportunities available for the local workforce. 

2. Tax revenue: Businesses contribute to the local tax base through property taxes, sales taxes, 
and other fees. This revenue helps fund essential services, infrastructure improvements, and 
community programs. 

3. Local economic stability: A diverse mix of businesses helps create a more stable and resilient 
local economy. If one business or sector experiences a downturn, the presence of other 
businesses can help cushion the impact on the overall economy. 
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DETAILED STRATEGIES FOR BUSINESS ATTRACTION, RETENTION, AND WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 

Green Isle recognizes the importance of having specific, actionable strategies to support our 
economic development goals. The following strategies will be pursued to enhance our efforts in 
business attraction, retention, and workforce development: 

Business Attraction Strategies: 

1. Develop a comprehensive marketing strategy to promote Green Isle's unique assets and 
business opportunities to potential investors and companies. 

2. Create an online portal showcasing available commercial and industrial properties in 
Green Isle. 

3. Establish a "concierge" service to guide potential businesses through the process of 
establishing operations in Green Isle. 

4. Develop targeted incentive packages for industries that align with Green Isle's economic 
goals and strengths. 

Business Retention Strategies: 

1. Implement an annual business visitation program to understand the needs and challenges 
of existing businesses. 

2. Establish a rapid response team to address urgent issues faced by local businesses. 
3. Create a local business recognition program to celebrate the achievements and 

contributions of long-standing businesses in Green Isle. 
4. Develop a resource guide for local businesses, including information on available support 

services, funding opportunities, and regulatory requirements. 

Workforce Development Strategies: 

1. Conduct regular skills gap analyses in partnership with local businesses to identify 
workforce needs. 

2. Collaborate with nearby educational institutions to develop tailored training programs 
that meet the specific needs of Green Isle's business community. 

3. Establish a youth entrepreneurship program in partnership with the local schools to foster 
business skills and innovation among young residents. 

4. Create a job board specific to Green Isle to connect local job seekers with employment 
opportunities in the community. 

5. Develop a remote work support program to attract and retain professionals who can work 
from anywhere, leveraging Green Isle's quality of life and available high-speed internet. 

These strategies provide a roadmap for implementing our economic development objectives and 
policies. They will be reviewed and updated regularly to ensure they remain relevant and 
effective in supporting Green Isle's economic growth and resilience. 
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By implementing these objectives and policies, Green Isle can work towards creating a robust 
and sustainable economy that benefits both businesses and residents, while leveraging available 
tools and resources to drive economic growth and community development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



54 

 

CHAPTER 6: STREETS AND UTILITIES 

The City of Green Isle's streets are fundamental to the community's infrastructure, serving as 
vital arteries that connect neighborhoods, facilitate commerce, and support daily life. A well-
planned and maintained street network is essential for ensuring safe and efficient movement 
throughout the city while supporting future growth and development. 

This section examines Green Isle's existing street system, which consists of local streets. It 
outlines the city's approach to street maintenance and improvements, addresses current 
challenges like truck route designation, and establishes a framework for future transportation 
planning. The goals and policies presented here aim to create a street network that balances the 
needs of all users - from residents and businesses to pedestrians and commercial vehicles - while 
maintaining fiscal responsibility and promoting sustainable infrastructure development. 

STREETS 

Streets play a crucial role in the infrastructure and development of Green Isle, providing a 
network for transportation, access, and connectivity within the community. Well-maintained and 
efficiently designed streets contribute to the safety, mobility, and overall quality of life for 
residents and visitors alike. 

The City of Green Isle is committed to maintaining and improving its street network to meet the 
current and future needs of the community. This involves regular maintenance, repairs, and 
upgrades to ensure that streets are safe, accessible, and functional for all users, including 
motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists. 

The city's street network consists of a hierarchy of street types, including arterial streets, 
collector streets, and local streets. Arterial streets, such as Main Street, serve as major 
thoroughfares, handling higher volumes of traffic and connecting the city to regional 
transportation networks. Collector streets, like Church Street, gather traffic from local streets and 
distribute it to arterial streets. Local streets provide access to residential areas and individual 
properties. 

To ensure the long-term sustainability and efficiency of the street network, the City of Green Isle 
will develop and implement a comprehensive street maintenance plan. This plan will prioritize 
street improvements based on factors such as pavement condition, traffic volume, safety 
concerns, and community input. Regular pavement assessments, crack sealing, and surface 
treatments will be conducted to extend the life of the streets and minimize the need for costly 
reconstructions. 

In addition to maintenance, the city will explore opportunities to enhance the streetscape and 
promote multi-modal transportation. This may include the incorporation of "complete streets" 
principles, which aim to accommodate the needs of all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
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and transit riders. Streetscape improvements, such as sidewalks, bicycle lanes, and landscaping, 
will be considered to create a more vibrant and inviting public realm. 

The City of Green Isle will also work to secure funding for street improvements through a 
combination of local, state, and federal sources. This may include exploring grant opportunities, 
partnerships with other agencies, and the use of dedicated funding mechanisms, such as special 
assessments or transportation impact fees. 

By prioritizing the maintenance and improvement of its street network, the City of Green Isle 
aims to enhance the safety, mobility, and overall quality of life for its residents and visitors, 
while supporting the long-term growth and development of the community. 
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FIGURE 5.1 MAP OF GREEN ISLE STREETS 

 

Green Isle City Council has recently held discussions on the need to mark truck routes.  Marking 
truck routes is important for several reasons: 

1. Safety: Designating specific routes for trucks helps to reduce conflicts between large vehicles 
and smaller passenger vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. By directing trucks to roads that are 
designed to accommodate their size and weight, the risk of accidents and injuries can be 
minimized. 

2. Infrastructure protection: Heavy trucks can cause significant damage to roads, bridges, and 
other infrastructure that are not designed to handle their weight. By restricting trucks to 
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designated routes, the city can ensure that the appropriate infrastructure is used and maintained, 
prolonging its lifespan and reducing repair costs. 

3. Efficient traffic flow: Truck routes are typically designed to provide efficient access to key 
destinations, such as industrial areas, commercial centers, and highways. By directing trucks to 
these routes, traffic congestion can be reduced on residential streets and other areas where truck 
traffic is less appropriate. 

4. Noise and pollution reduction: Trucks can generate significant noise and air pollution, which 
can be a nuisance for residents living along heavily trafficked roads. By establishing truck routes 
away from residential areas, the impact of noise and pollution on the community can be 
minimized. 

5. Economic development: Well-planned truck routes can support economic development by 
providing efficient access to businesses and industrial areas. This can help to attract new 
businesses and retain existing ones, creating jobs and supporting the local economy. 

6. Compliance with regulations: Many cities and states have specific regulations regarding truck 
traffic, such as weight restrictions and emissions standards. By establishing and enforcing truck 
routes, the City of Green Isle can ensure compliance with these regulations and avoid potential 
fines or penalties. 

Incorporating the designation and marking of truck routes into the City of Green Isle's 
comprehensive plan can help to address these important issues and support the long-term safety, 
efficiency, and sustainability of the community's transportation network. 
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FIGURE 5.2 MAP GREEN ISLE TRUCK ROUTES 

 

 

UTILITIES 

Utilities are crucial in rural communities for several reasons, playing a fundamental role in 
supporting the well-being, development, and sustainability of these areas: 

1. Basic Services: Utilities, including water and sanitation services, provide rural residents 
with essential amenities for daily living. Access to clean and safe drinking water, as well 
as proper sanitation facilities, is vital for public health and hygiene. 

2. Economic Development: Utilities are critical for attracting and sustaining economic 
activities in rural areas. Reliable energy sources, water supply, and communication 
infrastructure support the establishment and growth of businesses, contributing to 
economic development and job creation. 

3. Quality of Life: Adequate utilities enhance the overall quality of life in rural 
communities. Access to electricity, heating, and cooling systems, as well as modern 
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CHAPTER 7:  PARKS, TRAILS, AND RECREATION 

Parks and trails hold significant importance for rural communities, offering a multitude of 
benefits that enhance the overall quality of life for residents. In the realm of recreation and 
leisure, these green spaces provide residents with opportunities for outdoor activities such as 
walking, jogging, biking, and picnicking. The availability of such recreational outlets contributes 
to a healthier lifestyle and serves as a positive factor for the well-being of individuals in rural 
areas. 

Beyond recreation, parks act as central gathering spaces that foster community connections. 
They become venues for various events, festivals, and celebrations, serving as catalysts for social 
interactions and the strengthening of local bonds. The cultural and historical significance of 
certain parks in rural communities adds another layer of importance, connecting residents with 
their heritage and attracting visitors interested in the unique cultural and historical aspects of the 
area. 

The natural and scenic beauty of rural parks and trails contributes to residents' mental well-being 
by providing access to green spaces and the tranquility of nature. These areas play a role in 
environmental conservation, preserving natural habitats, promoting biodiversity, and 
contributing to the overall ecological balance in rural regions. Trails, in particular, offer 
opportunities for physical exercise, promoting healthier lifestyles and combating sedentary 
behaviors. 

Parks and trails also have economic implications for rural communities. They can attract tourists 
from other areas, contributing to local tourism and supporting economic development by 
boosting local businesses such as restaurants, shops, and accommodations. In addition, these 
green spaces enhance property values, making the community more appealing and desirable for 
potential residents. 

PARKS 

VETERANS PARK 

Veterans Park is a shining example of Green Isle's dedication to creating inclusive and engaging 
spaces that bring the community together. This well-designed park offers a wide range of 
amenities that cater to the diverse interests and needs of families, making it a popular destination 
for residents and visitors alike. 

At the heart of Veterans Park lies a modern, accessible playground that captivates the 
imagination of children of all ages. The playground equipment is carefully selected to provide a 
safe and exciting environment where kids can explore, climb, swing, and slide, fostering their 
physical development and encouraging social interaction. The park's commitment to inclusivity 
is evident in the thoughtful design of the playground, which incorporates features that 
accommodate children with different abilities, ensuring that everyone can join in the fun. 
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For those looking to enjoy a leisurely outdoor meal or host a family gathering, Veterans Park 
offers an inviting collection of picnic tables strategically placed throughout the grounds. These 
tables provide the perfect setting for birthday parties, family reunions, or simply a relaxing 
afternoon in the park. The park's well-maintained landscaping and lush green spaces create a 
serene and picturesque backdrop for any occasion. 

One of the unique features of Veterans Park is the presence of permanent cornhole boards, a 
testament to the park's dedication to providing engaging activities for all ages. These boards have 
become a popular spot for friendly competitions among friends and family, fostering a sense of 
camaraderie and community spirit. The inclusion of this classic lawn game demonstrates the 
park's commitment to offering a variety of recreational options that appeal to a wide range of 
interests. 

At the center of Veterans Park stands a beautiful gazebo, serving as a focal point and gathering 
place for the community. This elegant structure provides a shaded retreat from the sun, making it 
an ideal spot for small performances, community events, or simply a place to sit and enjoy the 
park's tranquil atmosphere. The gazebo's architecture seamlessly blends with the park's overall 
aesthetic, creating a charming and inviting ambiance. 

Perhaps the most poignant and meaningful feature of Veterans Park is the veteran's memorial. 
This dignified monument stands as a tribute to the brave men and women who have served our 
country, reminding us of their sacrifices and dedication. The memorial provides a space for quiet 
reflection and gratitude, where visitors can pay their respects and learn about the history of our 
nation's heroes. The presence of this memorial underscores the park's role in fostering a strong 
sense of community pride and patriotism. 

Veterans Park is more than just a collection of amenities; it is a vibrant gathering place that 
brings together people of all ages and backgrounds, strengthening the social fabric of Green Isle. 
The park's thoughtful design, diverse features, and commitment to inclusivity make it a true gem 
within the community, providing endless opportunities for recreation, relaxation, and connection. 
As Green Isle continues to grow and evolve, Veterans Park will undoubtedly remain a cherished 
destination, symbolizing the city's unwavering commitment to the well-being and happiness of 
its residents. 
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LIONS PARK 

Lions Park, situated in the heart of Green Isle, is a vibrant and versatile community hub that 
offers an extensive array of recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike. This 
centrally located park boasts an impressive collection of amenities designed to cater to a wide 
range of interests and age groups, making it a popular destination for families, sports enthusiasts, 
and those seeking a place to gather and enjoy the great outdoors. 
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One of the main attractions of Lions Park is its well-equipped playground, which provides a safe 
and exciting environment for children to explore, learn, and play. The playground features a 
variety of modern, age-appropriate equipment that promotes physical activity, imagination, and 
social interaction among young park-goers. From swings and slides to climbing structures and 
interactive play elements, the playground is designed to keep children engaged and entertained 
for hours on end. 

For sports enthusiasts, Lions Park offers a full-size basketball court where players of all skill 
levels can enjoy friendly games or intense competitions. The well-maintained court is a popular 
spot for pick-up games, organized tournaments, and individual practice sessions, fostering a 
sense of camaraderie and sportsmanship within the community. Adjacent to the basketball court, 
a tetherball pole stands ready for spirited matches, providing an additional opportunity for fun 
and friendly rivalry. 

The park's expansive ball diamond is a hub of activity during the spring and summer months, 
hosting local baseball and softball games, as well as community events and tournaments. The 
well-manicured field, complete with a backstop and bleachers, provides an excellent venue for 
players and spectators alike, creating a lively atmosphere filled with the sounds of cheering fans 
and the crack of the bat. 

For those seeking a unique and challenging recreational experience, Lions Park features an 
archery range where archery enthusiasts can hone their skills and enjoy the thrill of the sport. 
The range is designed with safety in mind, offering a controlled environment for both novice and 
experienced archers to practice and compete. The inclusion of this distinctive amenity 
demonstrates the park's commitment to providing diverse recreational opportunities that cater to 
a broad range of interests. 

At the heart of Lions Park lies a spacious picnic shelter, perfect for hosting community events, 
family gatherings, and celebrations. The shelter provides ample seating and shade, creating a 
comfortable and inviting space for park-goers to relax, socialize, and enjoy a meal together. The 
shelter's central location within the park makes it easily accessible and convenient for those 
utilizing the various amenities nearby. 

The expansive grounds of Lions Park offer ample room for a variety of activities, from 
impromptu games of frisbee and tag to organized events and festivals. The park's open spaces 
and lush green lawns create a serene and picturesque setting, encouraging visitors to spread out 
and enjoy the beauty of nature. Whether hosting a community-wide celebration, a family picnic, 
or simply enjoying a quiet afternoon outdoors, Lions Park provides the perfect backdrop for 
creating lasting memories. 

As a centrally located and well-maintained community asset, Lions Park plays a crucial role in 
promoting health, wellness, and social interaction among Green Isle residents. The park's diverse 
array of amenities and ample space for activities make it a true gem within the city, offering 
something for everyone to enjoy. As Green Isle continues to grow and evolve, Lions Park will 
undoubtedly remain a cherished destination, serving as a testament to the city's commitment to 
providing exceptional recreational opportunities and fostering a strong sense of community. 
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APPENDIX A 

IN T R O DU CT IO N  

The community and leadership of City of Green Isle have expressed a strong desire for expanded 
trail options to enhance both recreational opportunities and transportation alternatives to key 
destinations within the city. Trails and bicycle infrastructure offer numerous benefits, including 
improved public health through increased physical activity, reduced traffic congestion and air 
pollution, and enhanced quality of life for residents. Additionally, well-designed trail networks 
can boost property values, attract tourism, and provide safe routes for children to walk or bike to 
parks. 

This comprehensive Citywide Trails Plan is crucial for establishing a solid foundation to secure 
both internal and external funding sources. As financial opportunities arise, the plan's prioritized 
project list will serve as a ready reference, allowing for strategic selection of initiatives that align 
with the city's goals and available resources. The existence of this plan significantly enhances the 
competitiveness of grant applications, as many funding bodies prioritize projects that 
demonstrate a thorough prior planning process. The plan also facilitates more effective budgeting 
through internal funding mechanisms, enabling the city to allocate resources efficiently and plan 
for long-term trail development. Additionally, as new housing developments emerge, this plan 
will guide the implementation of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure through the parkland 
dedication fee, ensuring that growth contributes to an interconnected and accessible trail 
network. By providing a clear vision and roadmap for trail development, this plan not only 
streamlines decision-making processes but also positions the city to capitalize on diverse funding 
opportunities, ultimately accelerating the realization of a comprehensive trail system for the 
community. 

Plan Overview 
The Green Isle Citywide Trails Plan aims to address these community needs and capitalize on 
the potential benefits of a comprehensive trail system. The plan will begin by assessing the 
existing trail infrastructure and identifying gaps in connectivity. It will then outline proposed trail 
expansions and improvements based on priorities established by the trails committee. 

Key Components 
Existing Conditions and Goals: The plan will document the current state of the trail 
infrastructure, including existing trails, their conditions, and how they connect to key 
destinations within the community. This assessment will provide a foundation for understanding 
the necessary improvements and expansions. 

Prioritized Project List and Cost Estimates: The plan will feature a prioritized list of trail 
projects that align with community needs and committee recommendations. This list will help 
guide future investments and ensure that the most impactful projects are implemented first. To 
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